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Witchcraft persecution in Europe
I found some cool stuff doing this miniature scavenger hunt/familiarization.  There are so many great tools located in the CCCOnline Library Resources site.  Aside from what we were directed to explore, I was surprised at the extent of which the online library reached.  The website is far from generic to say the least.  One cool thing I am looking forward to checking out more is the Films on Demands feature.  This tool gives access to streaming videos from educational cites like PBS and ABC on many different specific topics.  I have used the Academic Search Premier and EBSCO database features in the past and I am a fan.  One feature that is really great is the research databases cite the article for you, all you have to do is simply cut and paste into your works cited page.  All of these tools will be helpful this semester from researching new topics to supplementing what is already covered in our books.  The Doing Research From a Distance link was also very unique.  One thing I specifically enjoyed from that link was the feature that gives tips on how to ensure the online content you are planning to use for your research is high quality and from a reputable source.

Estes, Leland L. "The Medical Origins of the European Witch Craze: A Hypothesis." Journal of 	Social History. 7.2. (Winter 1983). Ebscohost. 5 September 2014. 
	
Estes explains in this article that the witchcraft craze may have been caused by the medical problems people were experiencing, and that the long-believed theories about medicine and the human body were wrong. Many doctors had taken the Galenic anatomy teachings and believe in them, but they were proven wrong. The new discoveries about the human body were more accurate, but they went against the old way of thinking. People also felt that things from nightmares to impotence were caused by sorcery, and the doctors had agreed with this, which would lead people to seek out witches for causing these problems. This article, by Estes, provides several points about how medicine changed, and how this change affected the people and their beliefs in the Middle Ages. He also points out how the discovery of different health problems and treatments could be viewed as witchcraft because of the way of thinking of the people in those times. 

Oster, Emily. "Witchcraft, Weather, and Economic Growth in Renaissance Europe." Journal of 	Economic Perspectives. 18. (Winter 2004). 215-228. Ebscohost. 5 September 2014. 

Oster wrote an article for the journal that explains that witchcraft was a scapegoat for the problems that the people were facing in Europe. Hundreds of thousands, if not millions, were killed during the 13th to the 19th centuries because they were believed to be witches. Since the Bible spoke against witchcraft, the people in Europe believed it was a bad thing, and therefore, witches should be done away with. The economic conditions of the people were getting worse, as food production would lower, and the climate would change. This allowed for people to believe that witchcraft was at work, making life harder for the people. This article offers several explanations for the belief in witchcraft, and cites several outside sources to support the information that she provided. 


